
Northland Pines fall return-to-school plans 
 
(Questions asked by WXPR; answers provided by District Administrator Scott Foster) 
 
1. How will your district resume instruction in the fall? In-person, five days a 
week? Virtual instruction? A hybrid? Please provide a brief description. 
 
We are returning to 5 days a week with many safety measures in place.  (Plan 
attached)  We have a plan for Physically Distanced and Remote if we would need to 
change now or at any time during the year.  I see the possibility of having cohorts or 
certain students in the other model out due to illness or by choice. We would look at 
what needs to close vs. closing the whole district.  
 
We have 3 models of learning and we have two options for parents that are not ready to 
come back to school.  All are in the attached plan.  Our two options, one is Personal 
Learning Plans(online/virtual learning) we have offered for many years.  The second 
option is a Hybrid model which is something new but thought it would help parents that 
are not ready for all virtual but did not want to send their students. 
 
2. As compared to a "normal" school year, what are the major changes you 
anticipate making to accommodate student and staff health and safety? 
 
1. Social distancing, masks, limiting groups into cohorts. 
I see elementary not being a significant difference, there are strategies and changes, 
but trying to keep it normal as can be.  The 7-12 grades are where more changes will 
take place.  We are doing separate passing times for middle and high school to limit 
students in the hallways, 3 lunches instead of 2, rearranging how we do lockers, and 
seating charts the same in all classes. 
 
Busing will have fewer kids and they will sit by family or cohort to help with safety. 
 
3. If you're planning on offering in-person instruction, what options do parents 
have if they're uncomfortable sending their child to in-person school? 
 
See the above or the plan.   
4. Anything else our listeners should know on the topic? 
 
Really it is getting back to school and then the ability to stay open.  Staff and student 
safety is always a concern, this is just at a much different level.  No matter the small % 
there are names and faces to all of it that we worry about.  Kids need to be back in 
school, we know that is best, how we do that we will work on right up until September 
1st.  We are meeting weekly as a region with other schools in Vilas and Oneida County 
as well as both county's health departments to monitor and implement the best 
information.  Working together has really been a big help and will make our plans even 
better.   
 



When I hear why we are not doing what other districts are doing, it is good to let them 
know that we look at our county and the data specific to us, we are all in a different spot 
with this pandemic.  This does not mean our region could get worse and we may need 
to change, but we are using data to make our decision.   
 


